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| Sincerely. explained, a# a 


n_ anſwer to one infeRted with tos 


Pelagian Errours. 


VVritten by *Benjamin (ox whenhe | was / 
ficlt Priſoner in (oventrie. Now publiſhed. 
by the Author tor the clearitg ofthe truth; 


1 Cor. 2. 14. 


The naturall man receiveth not the things »f the ſpirit of 
20d, for they are fovliſhneſſe unto him +,ntither can be 4 


bem, becauſe they are ſpirtually diſcerned, 
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Licenſed and entered according to Order, 
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2inted by Tho, Paine, living in Red-crofle-Streetin 
þold-Smiths Altcy, over againſt che Suger loafe, 2646. 
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| Rom 8. 6.7,8. James 1,13 14315. 70b.8, 44. 


Ee opens We 


Some miſtaken Scriptures ſincerely explat- 


ned, in an Anſwer to one infeted with 
ſome Pelagian Errours, 
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BD Hereas you ſay that ſome Scriptures ſceme too hold forth 
BUGS unto youthar a man hath free-will, I deſire you for your 

DA WAY/AS better information totake notice of theſe two Propofi- 
MRZA/YAS CONS. : 
5s x Propoſ. We do not ſimply deny that a man hath a+ 
ny freedome of will : but only do hold that no naturall man, nor any 
man of himſelf, hath a ſufficient power, or freedom of will, unto rhe 
chooſing of that way, which is good and righr, and acceptable inthe 
ſight of God. To the chooking of evill wayes z wee grant that every 
naturall man hath treedome enough,it ſo be this may be termed by ſs 
good a name as Freedome, Conſequently, we doe not hold that any 
man is compelled or enforced by violence tochooſe the eyill, or to re- 
fufe the good : but that through the corruption of nature manunte» 
newed doth willingly and wiltully refuſe che good way, and chooſe 
the cyill. And whereas the unregenerate perſon can do no otherwiſe, 
this is not the fruic of any force or compulſion laid upon him. bur only . 
of the obſtinate wickednefle, or wicked obltinacy of his owncorrup- 
cd and depraved will. The truch hereof appearcs by theſe Scriptures, 
Gen.$.21. Eccleſ,g.,z. Ferem.17. 9g. Math 15.19. Rem.3. 9,10, 11,8c&. 


2, Propof. The cleft do indeed with untained willingneſle obey the 
Goſpell of Jcſus Chrilt, and choote the Lord to be their God : bur this 
thev do when they are cficAually called,and not before: and thisthey 
doe, not of themſelves, nor only by the well uſing of an ability or 
power givento all men ; but by the ſpeciall grace of God cothem at- 
forded,who worketh in them both to will 8 to do,& this according 
ro the good pleaſure of his owne will concerning them from all eter- 
nity. The tructh of this appeares intheſe places; //ai. 5 4.13.compared 
with ob 6 44,45.64265.£x:k 36.26,27, Rom.8,28,29,30, Epheſ,1.415» 
11, Philip.x 29, Philip.3,13- Jams 1,18, | | 
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"I — en SCrIPEnYes T 
"8: + Thefe Propoſitions being thus laid downe andcleared, I come now 
© toconfiderthoſe Scriptures w® you name to prove that a man hath 
=» Free will,or free choice; viz.Dent. 30, 19.70/h, 24. 15. 22, Judg, 10, 14. 
 Jſaiah65.12.and 66. f3;1 King. 3.5.11, Pſal, 119, 30, Luk, 16,42, | " 
Deut, 30,19 I call h:a'en andearth to record this day againſt you, that h 
1 _ ſer before you life audd:ath , bleſſing and curſing ; therefore chooſe 
life, &c. 
This place ſhewes what was the duty ofthe 1/-aelires to doe : but |} 
dothnot proove that they had any abillity of themſelves to doe itz or || *! 
that God gives any fuch abillity toall mcn. Comparethis place with I P 


z Cor, 3.5, and Dent, 29. 4. p 
7oſh, 24.15. eAndif it ſceme evill unto youtoferve the Lord, chuſe yow || © 
this day whom you will ſerve, &c, P 


Here I ſomewhar queſt1.1n what part of the yerſe you would have 
eſpecially robe opened : wherhcr this : Chooſe you rhis day whom you 
w3l) ſerve, 8c. Or this 3 But as for mr and my howſe,we will ſerve the Lord, || PC 
The firſt imply.s that {dolaters doe freely chooſe thoſe Idolls, with. 1} 
which chey commit ſpir1tuall wharedome. Freely, that is to ſay, not || * 
being entorcec Ir compeiled thereuntoby any violence conſtraining 
them to chis motion of their will. This is not denyed, bur acknow- | EC 
ledged and held by us, as you may ſeen the firlt propoſttion. The | <C 
I.ft part ofthe verſe hold: forth the tree and conftant refolutionof the } 7 
Saints to ſerve the Lord. Thus alſo is taught in my ſecond propoſiti- | Of 

. on Butthere you mult likewiſe remember, that this1s the fruit ofthe | 4. 
(pectall grace of God afforded co the Ele&t, who worketh in them | fic 
both to will and to doe; Philip. 2.13. And this worke is wrought by | 19! 
the infinite power of God, Ephr/e 1. 19. and 3. 20, ſp: 

Joſh, 24.22, Vee are witneſſes againſt your ſelves, that you bave (hoſes | Pu 
gou the Lord, toſerve him, . 

This is meant direCtly and only of that which went before in verſ. | SC 
21. The people ſaid unto Foſhnuay Nay,bur We Wil ſerve the Lord, They P2 
that were Iſraciites indeed, did intruth and {incerity makethis pro« | 


miſe andchoice ; but this they did uot of themaſelyes, but through JV 
the ſpeciall grace of God, as hath been already proved, P 
nag. 10, 14. Goe and cry unto the Gods which yee have choſen, 23 


I/aiah 65. 12. hen I [peake, yee did mot beare, but ad evill before mine 
eee, and did chuſe that wherein | delighted nor. 

{laiah 66, 3. They have choſen their own wayes,and their ſoule delighteth 

- an their abominations, Theſe 
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© N, Miſtakes Scriptures £6 
Theſethrce plares imply nomore then what we clcerly hold as  . 
you may ſce iu my firſt propoſition, | 
I King3.5. 6. 9..10, God ſaid, ack; what 7 ſhall" give thee, eAnd Solo- 
mon ſaid, Give thy ſervant an underſtanding heart, Cc, And the ſpeech plea- 
» | fſedthe Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing, : 
. T his place ſcemes to youto import, that S-/omx did freely make 
«choice to aske of God underſtanding to hearejudgement” T his we de- 
> { ny nor. But confiderailothat this choice and perttion was the fruit of 
r {| the wiſedome and grace which God had already given him. Com- 
- pare this place with Zechar. 12. 10. 7 Will peure wpon the houſe of Dawvia, 
and upon the inhabitants offeryſalem, the ſpirit of grace, and of ſupplicati» 
os {| 91s. Scealſo Rom. $8. 26. | 
P/al. 119. 30. } have choſen the Way of trath, 
ec Lutke 10. 42, Mary hath choſen that gooapart, 
o True, but it was the ſpeciallgrace of God ; the ſpeciall.gracious and 
1, | powerfull worke of Gods ſpirit, which cauſed David and Haro 
h. | mzke char good choice : as alſo hath beenalready prooved. And 
x || thus have I done with your firftcatalogue oftexts of Scripture, 
= Your ſecond catalogue containes cerraine places, in which (as you 
v. | conceive ) the promiſes of God Joe depend upon our doing of his 
1e | commands, Hereto1 anſwer fi:it more generally: 
ae | The Sctipture pronufeth cterrall lite torho{erhat obey.the Goſpel 
i. 1 of Chriſt: Heb,5.9 & thicatens erernall deſtiuftion tothe diſubedicne, 
he ſ0.3.36.2 Theſ.1,8 Tins we acknowicdge, and hus we teach But con- 
m {| ſiderthar which I have aifoa.rcady proved, that the eleQ of God per- 
by forme this obedicnce through G. ds fpectall Grace z andchat this. 
ſpeciall grace is freely given to them. ot God accourdingto his own 
len purpoſe concerning them trom all ecernine;z and that God hath tree- 
ly promiſed this grace to [is ezeft. All chis appeares by places of 
, mo already alcadged tor the contirmation of my {ſecond pro- 
poſition. 
-o= | Thus Ideſcend to confider more particularly the places of Scrip- 
oh [ure that you here preſent unco me. w42, Levit, 26. 3, and I/aiab 1. 1g, 
Prov.y 23- Jer. 7.3 3. Adat, 19, I7. Mat. + 4 28, Mat. 33, 3Þ. Mat, 
2 3. 37» Luke 16. 16, ler, 3. 22. 
nine | ££78.26. 3. &c. If ye walke in my ſtatutes, and keepe my commande- 
ments, and doe them, then ] will give you, KC. 
Here we myſt remember ; 1, Thatfince Adam fall no meere man 
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Miſtaken Scriptures 


cither did or couid keep Gds commandements, do them: -ording 
toths rigor and ſtriftneſl: of the Law. Eccleſ. 7, 20, 2.Thai where- 
- astheEle&t among the I/-aclires did truly beleeve in the promiſed 
Mcffizh, and did ſhew the truth of their faich by the ſinceriry of their 
obecience to GoIs revealed will in eyery thing ; this was the fruic of 
Gods ſpeciall gracero them afforded. Numb. 14 24. Pal. 119 22.36, 
Theſecleare truths may alſo free you from your doabts that ſeemc# 
to ariſe fromthe next place by you mentioned, viz, 1/aiah. 1. 19, 


Prov. 1.23, T urn: you at my reproofes bebold, 1 will prnre out my [pirit : 


grto you, | will make hnowne my words unto you, 

The former part of this verſe is an exhortation. It is the conceit 
of ſome that ſuch exhortations doe alwayes imply that the perſons 
exhorred have a ſufficient ability in them to obey the exhortation 
direted unto them. bur this conceit 1s a meere preſurnption, not only 
without ground, but alſoagainſt the Scripture, as appeares in 1b 6, 
65. and other places. It is demanded, why then arc ſuch exhortations 
uled 2 | anſwer;r., Tomind the perfons exhorted of their duty, and 
to leave them the more inexcuſable in their willtull diſobedience, 
2. Becauſe the Lord is pleaſed ro worke powerfully upon the Ele& by 
ſuch exhorcations 

The latter part of this verſe containes a promiſe. You (as it ſeemes) 
conceive the promiſe to be here made only unto thoſe that obey the 
exhorration afore going. Be it ſo. Oaly remember then, thar they 
which obey the cxhortation, doe obey the ſame through Gods ſpe 
ciall grace 3 and that the promiſe {cryes to atfure them of the conti 
nuance and increaſe of grace. 

Jer.n.12. And now becauſe ye have done all th'ſe workes,ſaith the Lord 
and | ſpake unto you, riſing up early, and ſpeaking, but ye heard not ;, and 
called you, but you anſwered not, 

If yon conf1der this verſe only, and-read no further, it only hold 
forth the goouneſle and patience of God, in admoniſhing and exho 
ting the ſtubborne Jewes, and their willful! and obſtinate diſobedieng 
to Gods word, If ye read the verſes following alſo , this Scriptur 
mizdsyou that the diſobedience and obſtinacy cot the ewes was t 
cauſe of rncir diſtruQion, All theſe things we readily acknow!cdge 
neither doe th:y make any thing at all againſt us. 

at. 1g. 17. If thou wilt enter into life, k-epe the commandements, 


> 


Here you mult conſider to whom our Sayiour ſpfake this, vis. 
? , _— * 


| #udyee pould not > 


FO fmeerely explained. ” 
one thaxCoight to eſtabliſh his owne righteouſneſſe, and to get Hea- 
ven by-415 own doing of the good works we the Law required; who 

accordingly had propounded this queſtion > 1#/4at good thing ſrall | doe 

that | may have eternall life > The meaning of our Saviours anſwer is 

ehis 3 If thou wile thinke toget eterniall life this way. tnou muſt keep 
the commandements ; that is, thoumuſt be tound a pe: (on not any 

way guilty of any tranſgrcſſion againſt Gods commandements. This 

was a thing of meere and utter impoſſivillity, and our Say1ours ſcore 

in returning to him this anſwer, was to difcover unto him the varity 

and madnetſe of his preud and fooliſh imagination. Thus this place 

rightly underſtood hath not in it the leaſt ſhew ot oppoſition againſt 

our dodrine. | 

Mat, 11.28. Come unto me all yee that labour, and are heavie laden, 
and I will give you reſt, 

Here Chriſt promiſeth togivereſt, not to all Perſons whatſo- 
ever, but only to thoſe labouring and heavie laden ones which come 
ro him, namely by a true faith in him. This maketh nothing again 
us, 1t itil] remaining true.that they,and they only,doe thus come unto 
Chriſt, in whoſe hearts God worketh lively faith. And this God wor- 
kerh in his Ele&, and only in them, 

- CMat,1t, 21, Woe unto thee Cherazin, wounte thee, Bethſaida : for if 
the mighty workes which were done in you, had beene done in Tire and Sion, 
&Cc. 

The manifeſt ſcope of our Saviour in this place, isto fhew the oper 
inexcuſabl enefle of the impenunency and unbeliete of Chorazin and 
Berhſaida. The laſt words of the verſe, from which your doubt ari- 
{erh, may beunderſtood to be a figurative ſpeech, like unto that in 
Luke 19. 40, If theſe ſhould bold thesr peace, the ſtones would immediately 
cry out, Ocherwiſe the words may be thus rendered, They haa poſſibly 
repented ; or, They would poſſibly have repented, This travflation would 
be found well to agree tothe fignification of the potenriall pairicie 
waich 1s here uſed in the Greeke, Andthen this will be the tiue_and 
caſte interpretation of this patſage : viz. A ma 1 would : hinks they ſhould 
have repented. Beyond this,this place malt not be firetched, For no in- 
terpretation mult be given of any place of Scripture, which ſhall in- 
decd make it to contradidt the Script it felte imorher places, | 

Mat, 23.37. 0 }eruſalem, Jerufalem, hyw often wonldl have gathered 


thy children together , even as a Hen gathereth her chicks nnacy her wings 
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Se ho ArftakenSetipeates, &r. © ©) 
- "The neavingis this; How often have T'graciouily afforded "ant 
the people of Jeruſalem excellent meanes of [alyation?;bur-rhe ſtub-" 


bornepeople of Jeruſalem have wilfully refuſed to accept -of thafe' 


meancs of falvation, and-to profit by the ſame. This is all thar- this: | 


place dorh import: and chis maketh nothing at all againſt us. * 


Lake'16.16.,The law and the Prophets were wntill John ; © fince thats 


#ims the kinpaome of God is preached and every man, QC, ; 
Thewords1n this verſe which you would have to be opened are 
thus commoniy 'rendered : The kingdome of God is preached, andevery 


. © *maupreſſethineo ir;\Syppoſe this trar] ition to be right and the mea- 


[ning rodethe fame that our common expolitors have held forth in 
this cnſting incerpreration 3+ Every az, that isto fay, many men or 
every older and'degree of men-prefſerb #410 37, that is, with willingnes 
and forwardnefle receiverh the doftrine of the kizgdome; and ſo cn» 
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-trettiimorhe kingdome of God. Suppoſe I [ay that this were indeed. | 


'the meaning of this places”'yer it would be found ro make nothing at 
a!lagainſt us. 'For ſtill it will remaine true, that the Ele& doe this 
through Gods ſpcciall grace. Buc the erath is; that this interpretation 
-doth-notreach our Sayiours meaning this place, The words ſhould 
thushe rendered ; every man off-reth violence wnto 31, The meaning is 
"this every maz; that js;the whole world of ungodly men, © pov v.50 
tence unto it, that 15s, makes a violent oppofition againſt the kingdome 


of God and the preaching thereof, See Ir, 11, 12, compared with: | 


verſ 16,17, 18. &C. 
Fer, 3. 22. Returne yee batkſding children, &c. In this yerſe is contained, 

rt. An exboriation- Returne yee.back as bil 1re!: ; 

2, A promuſe. I will heale your b4 ng s. Thi spromiſe you undeiſtand to bes 
long only unto thoſe that obey the atoreſardexhortation, Even fo this mak.th no. 
thing ap2inſt us, bur perfe&ly agreeth with our dorine, But lec me here mind your 
£ that this promife may be underſtood:nut only to be a promile of pardon to them that 
'frepent, but alſo aPromule of the gitr of repentance to the BleQ. See Fer. 31,33. 24. 
and 4&s 5. 3.2, The particle and here anferred; {cames to make againſt this, But this 
need no: trouble us, ith it is only aſupplement or acditiorfot the cranſlatgrs, and is 
ndfys the xt. | 4 

+ A profeflion of repentance and faith, Behold, we come unto thee, for thots art 


the Lord cur God. You mult underſtand this to be the {pcech of the Ele endued with | 


. Gods ipeciall grace, Sec ler. 34. 18, 19. 


Thus according to your requeſt , according zo the abilitie which God bath given. 


; me, I haye operied the Scriptures rhat you have mentioned. The Lord open your uns 
Jerfpading, chat you maydiſcerne the truth ani! ackowledgerthe ſame to the gloryef 
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